
2007 Distinguished Service Award from the 
Minnesota Justice Foundation

Dorsey Minneapolis attorney Tim Branson received the 2007 Distinguished Service 

Award from the Minnesota Justice Foundation for his work on a racial-profiling case. 

Tim led a team of Dorsey lawyers and volunteer lawyers for the American Civil Liberties 

Union of Minnesota through a six-year legal battle on behalf of our client. In 2001, our 

client was searched by federal Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) representatives at the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. Our client believed she was singled out 

because she is black. Statistical evidence produced by the DEA supported this belief. 

The search turned up a Bible and Bible study materials, but no drugs. The case was 

settled in August 2007, with the DEA paying our client $20,000 in the first known case of 

the DEA making a payment to settle a racial-profiling case. In 2008, Tim also received 

the Minnesota State Bar Association's Attorney of the Year Award for his work on 

this matter.
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